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MAKING A BETTER WORLD FOR OUR CHILDREN,
OUR GRANDCHILDREN, AND OURSELVES

Senior Caucus News Blast June 9, 2026

The Senior Caucus has been working for months on changing the DFL Party platform
to include a category called "Aging with Dignity."
Our new category passed at the DFL Party State Convention in Rochester!

By the Way with Kay
June 9, 2026

The DFL Party State Convention included a vote to add a category called Aging
with Dignity to the Party Platform.

As Chair of the Senior Caucus, | was informed | would have 5 to 10 minutes to
speak to promote this platform change, however, that was in error, and | was
given the usual 45 seconds. No worries. | thought you would like to know what
my original content was. Multiple Senior Caucus board members gave me their
thoughts to incorporate into the content. It was recommended that | be
inclusive to young democrats as well as older MN democrats; and add to the
talk hope for the future. Below is the resulting full content | used to promote the
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passage of the Aging with Dignity platform addition.

Thank you to all of you for being such an integral part of our advocacy group for
a community of seniors in MN.

AGING WITH DIGNITY — MN DFL 2026 State Convention Speech

Hubert Humphrey stood not far from where we are today, and he said this —
and | want you to hear it like it was spoken for the first time:

"The moral test of a government is how it treats those who are in the dawn of
life, the children; those who are in the twilight of life, the aged; and those who
are in the shadow of life — the sick, the needy, and the handicapped.”

That was 1977. Minnesota's own "Happy Warrior." The conscience of this party.
And today — nearly fifty years later — we are still being tested. And today, we
answer.

My name is Kay Hendrikson, | am the Chair of the MN DFL Senior Caucus.
Today, | am asking you to vote yes on the DFL platform category "Aging with
Dignity."

| want to tell you something about the people this Aging with Dignity platform is
for. They are not passive. They are not waiting to be saved. They are the same
people who marched through the streets in the 1960s — for civil rights, for
peace, against a war that was wrong. They carried signs. They were arrested.
They put their bodies on the line because they believed in a more perfect union.
They didn't march so that when they turned 70, their dignity would be
negotiable.

More than one million Minnesotans are over the age of 65. Twenty percent of
this nation will soon be seniors. These are not statistics. These are the people
who built the floor you're standing on.

And | will not lie to you — that floor is cracking.

The safety net that a previous generation fought to build, after industrialization
left people behind, is fraying. And we are here, right now, in the window where
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choices still matter. Where planning still prevents catastrophes. Where
Democrats can do what Democrats have always done when the moment is
hard: we show up, we act, and we lead.
We are not here in despair. Despair is a luxury we cannot afford. We are here
because urgency is not the same as panic.
Urgency is love with a deadline.

| want to speak directly to the younger people in this room — because you
belong in this fight just as much as anyone.

You are navigating a world with challenges that are not being met. The social
contract that this country was founded on — the idea that we are bound to one
another, that we care for the whole and not merely the individual — that
contract is being renegotiated right now, without your consent. A society that
refuses to care for its elders will not suddenly find the will to care for its young.
But a society that builds real infrastructure for aging with dignity? That society
serves every single age group. Every single one.

Hubert Humphrey told us: "The test we must set for ourselves is not to march
alone — but to march in such a way that others will wish to join us."

This is how we march. All ages. Together. An expression of love for the whole.

| believe in the courage of this party. | believe because | watched Artemis light
up the sky and felt something | hadn't felt in a long time — the sense that we
are still capable of wonder.

If we can aim for the stars, we can build a floor of dignity for every human being
on this earth. Not a ceiling — a floor. An infrastructure of care is an
infrastructure of hope. And together, we build it — not as a divided front, but as
transformational agents of a more perfect union.

| am so grateful — grateful for every person in this room. For the elders among
us who never stopped believing. For the young who showed up when they had
every reason not to show up. For all of you who carry hope as a discipline, not
just as a feeling.

Today, | am asking you to vote yes on the platform category "Aging with
Dignity."
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Not just as a policy position — as a moral declaration. As an act of love. As
proof that the DFL still knows what Hubert Humphrey knew: that how we treat
the most vulnerable among us is the measure of everything we claim to
be. Vote yes. And carry this fire into November.
The midterms are coming, and this room — this room — is where it starts.

Thank you.

Senior Caucus Chair, Kay Hendrikson

Our statewide GOTV will be starting soon.
Please contribute, won't you?
DONATE HERE

STATEWIDE SENIOR CAUCUS CONTACT INFO

Contact the Senior Caucus at dflseniors@gmail.com

Board Officers: Chair, Kay Hendrikson, Vice Chair Don Slaten, Treasurer,
Nancy Stroessner, Secretary, Jocelyn Heid, Membership Director, Jennifer
Willette, Technology Chair: Bill Middlecamp

At Large Directors:

Alston Dutchin. Gary Hansen, Marie Hauser, Linda Hopkins, Jean Lee, Joe
Mullery, Pamela Parker, Darrell Paulsen, Tony Scallon, Cindy Spellman, Janet
Conn, Jim Davnie, Martha Holton Dimick, Sandra Marks, George Moore, Sara
Nelson-Pallmeyer, Byron Richard, Michele St. Martin, David Tilsen, Eric

Won. Past Chair: Don Bye

No dues are required. Donations are always welcome click here
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If you prefer, make your check to DFL Senior Caucus and mail to Senior
Caucus Treasurer - 14253 Hayes Road, Apple Valley, MN 55124

Update your profile here
Website Facebook Page Email

Thank you for your generous donation to the DFL Senior Caucus.

Your donation makes a difference!

EXPERIENCE MATTERS

Prepared and paid for by DFL Senior Caucus
14253 Hayes Rd, Apple Valley, MN 55124
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